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WHY VOTE:
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WHY YOUR VOTE MATTERS ?

BECAUSE IT COUNTS AND INFLUENCES:
e Policies and procedures that affect educational, healthcare, social, law
enforcement, legal, safety and security and cost of living, and the
environment where you, your family and members of our community
live
e Taxes you pay to execute those policies and procedures by the City,
County, State, and Federal Government
¢ The persons who hold law-making and administrative responsibilities
make and execute those policies and procedures and spend the taxe:s

you pay

SO VOTE!




Your Voice Matters

ENGAGING IN THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS

Electing Representatives

By voting, you have the
power to choose leaders
who align with your
values and priorities,
ensuring that your
interests are
represented in local,
state, and national
government.

Shaping Policies

Your vote influences
crucial policies that
affect education,
healthcare, and the
environment, allowing
you to advocate for
changes that benefit
your community and
future generations.

Community Engag

Participating in
elections encourac
active community
involvement, foster
culture where citize
are informed, engage




Why Local Elections Matter

Local elections affect your daily life more directly

than most people realize: ... LOCAL ELECTIONS MATTER
° Schools & youth programs il MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD
' Streets & Traffic EMS & Hospitals
* Public safety Libraries - ae 4
oo e Utilities
Police, I;;e, Courts —_—
* Housing & rent AT A, AREEl
g (} Schools

Parks & Recreation

Housing & Land Use

* Zoning, development, housing programs, and local
planning

* Roads, buses, and streets



Why Local Elections Matter (2)

Elected persons who hold public offices in state, and
local governments are the ones who decide:

» How much you should pay for your car registration and taxes?
» What should be a fair rate for insuring your home?
» What textbooks should be used in the school?

Voting in local elections is a powerful way to help
shape the community where you live, work, raise
children, and build your future

Your vote has more power in local elections — a
small number of votes can make a big difference.
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Why Local Elections Matter (3)

4
L

COUNTY
EXECUTIVE
(COUNTY
MAYOR)

CITY MAYOR

R

SCHOOL BOARD
SUPERINTENDENT

https://www.rockthevote.org/explainers/local-elections/

Executive
Branch

PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES

VICE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES

PRESIDENT'S CABINET

THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH
ALSO INCLUDES
XECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS,
INDEPENDENT AGENCIES,
AND OTHER BOARDS,
COMMISSIONS, AND
COMMITTEES.

CARRIES OUT LAWS



Why Local Elections Matter (4)

“Fanch

TOWN CONNGIL 1
City Council Members COUNTY COUNGIL OR
BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS

ELECTED BY DISTRICT OR
AT-LARGE. PASS
ORDINANCES (LOCAL
LAWS), ADOPT BUDGETS,
SET POLICY DIRECTION
REPRESENT COMMUNITY
INTERESTS AND HOLD
PUBLIC HEARINGS

County Commissioners

School Board Members

https://www.rockthevote.org/explainers/local-elections/



Why Local Elections Matter (5)

4

https://www.rockthevote.org/explainers/local-elections/

Judicial
Branch

MUNICIPAL COURTS
(IN CITIES AND
TOWNS)

DISTRICT COURTS

SUPERIOR COURTS

INTERPRETS LOCAL
LAWS & HANDLES
VIOLATIONS

EVALUATES LAWS



Why Local Elections Matter (6)

Administrative

- 4B

https://www.rockthevote.org/explainers/local-elections/



MUSLIM VOTE MATTERS

* Getting out to vote is essential -
“if you do not care for politics the
politicians are not going to care
for you”.

This mindset has hurt us in the past;
we cannot remain inactive
anymore.

* VVoting at all levels of government is
important — federal, state, county,
city, and local.

* Electing Muslim candidates to
public offices will benefit you, your
children, and Muslim community.



Prophet Muhammad #£%and Civic Responsibility

The Mosque « The Prophet Muhammad 3iEwas not only a spiritual leader — he also
as a hub for helped build a just and organized community in Madinah.
.. * He participated in community agreements, protected rights, and
CiVIC encouraged in consultation, fairness, and responsipility.
engagement « His example shows that being engaged in chy affairs is part
of caring for people and upholding justice. .
-t A e A M
| MR LR i
>~ W -ﬂ“




The Mosque as a Hub for Civic Engagement (2)

Shura (Consultation)

Leadership inlslamis
based on mutual
consultation. “And
whose affairs are
[determined by]
consultation among
themselves” (Quran
42:38)

Amana (Sacred Trust)

Shahadah (Witn

Obtain a mail-in
registration form from
your local election
office or download it
online, fill it out, and
return it by mail to
ensure your
registration is
processed.

Choosing a lea
a form of giving
testimony. To abs
Is to withhold a

testimony for the
good of the
community.



The Mosque as a Hub for Civic Engagement (3)

The Minbar (The Pulpit)

Using Friday
Khutbahs to educate
the Ummah on the
importance of social
justice and being

eard in the "public
square.”

Neutral Education

Hosting "Candidate
Forums" where the
community can vet
leaders based on
values like
compassion,
integrity, and equity.

Voter Mobilization

Serving as a
physical site for

voter registration
drives and "Souls
the Polls" style
coordination.




The Mosque as a Hub for Civic Engagement (4)

Voter Registration

Candidate Speaking

Donating to Campaign
Endorsing from Pulpit

Discussing Issues

Renting Space

L4 Yes

Must be nonpartisan.

Must invite all viable
candidates.

Strictly prohibited.

Strictly prohibited.

Can discuss "the Muslim
perspective” on policy.
Must charge Fair Market
Value to all candidates.




The Mosque as a Hub for Civic Engagement (4)

Empowering the
Marginalized

Ensuring the
Muslim voice is
represented in
policies affecting
civil rights and

religious freedom.

Key Objectives

Promoting Maslah
(Public Interest)

Voting for
candidates who
rioritize the well-
eing of the entire
soc:|et¥ not just a
specific group.

2

Commanding
(Amr bil-Mar

Using the vote a
tool to enjoin wh
is right and forbid
what is wrong in
legislative bra



Voting Registration




Eligillity Requirements

Ka n Sa S VOte r to Vote in Kansas
Eligibility

or18§e:;:s | , Citizenship
or older U.S. Citizen

To vote in Kansas, you must meet
specific eligibility requirements that
iInclude age, citizenship, and
residency. Understanding these
criteria ensures all eligible citizens
can participate in the electoral
process.

Residency
Kansas/karni

Vector Porsol



Registration Requirements

Valid ID

Proof of Residency

A government-issued photo ID is necessary.

Online Option

Refgister conveniently through the
official portal.

Show documentation confirming
your Kansas address.

In-Person Registration \

Visit your local election office to
register.




Easy Registration

SIMPLE WAYS TO REGISTER TO VOTE

Online Portal

You can register quickly
and conveniently
through the Kansas
online portal, which
allows you to complete
your registration in just a
few minutes from
anywhere.

Mail-in Form

Obtain a mail-in
registration form from
your local election office
or download it online,
fill it out, and return it
by mail to ensure your
registration is
processed.

Local Election Office

Visit your local electio
office for in-person
assistance with the
registration process,
where staff can guide
you and answer a
guestions abou
voting proce



Confirm
Your Registration

Check

Visit the Kansas Secretary of State
website to verify your registration
status conveniently in just a few clicks.

2 Call -

Reach out to your County Election Office
directly to ensure your registration details are
accurate and up to date.




When to Vote?




Kansas Voting Methods

IN-PERSON VOTING

In-person voting allows registered voters to
cast their ballots at designated polling
locations on Election Day, ensuring access to
the electoral process and immediate
assistance if needed.

ABSENTEE VOTING

Absentee voting enables registered voters
who cannot attend polling places to request a
mail ballot, ensuring their participation in the
election from any location before the
deadline.

EARLY/ADVANCE VOTING

Advance voting permits voters to cast th
ballots before Election Day at specified
locations, providing flexibility to
accommodate varying schedules and ensu
a smooth voting experience.

PROVISIONAL BALLOTS

Provisional ballots are used when a voter
eligibility is uncertain. They allow indivi
to vote while verifying their registrati
after Election Day to ensure every
heard.



Early Voting Option§

1. Advance voting locations are available across Kansas, typicall
designated polling places

2. Check local election offices for specific hours and locations for
election cycle.

Flexible Schedules Avoid Lines
Choose times that best fit your routine. Vote at off-peak times for short waits.
Vote at Your Convenience Secure Process

Cast your ballot when it suits you best. Ensure your vote is safe and protected



In-Person Voting

On Election Day, voters can visit desighated polling places throughout Kansas to c:
their ballots. It's essential to know your polling location and its operating hours

Find Your Verify Your
Polling Place Registration

Locate your
designated area
to vote easily.




\

Important Information for
In-Person Voting

Find Your Verify Your

Polling Place Registration
Locate your Ensure your
designated area registration is active

to vote easily.

before voting.




Absentee Voting

Absentee voting by mail allows Kansans to
cast their ballots conveniently when unable
to vote in person, ensuring everyone's
voice is heard in the election process.




Steps for Successful Absentee Voting

Make sure to
request your

Deadlines
Matter

ballot on time.

Always be aware of

submission deadlines.

Fill Out and Track You
Mail Ballot
Carefully Keep an eye
complete your your ballot's

ballot before
mailing it.

journey.

Signature
Verification

Ensure your signature
matches for validation.




Key Dates for Voting

Primary Elections General Elections
Primary elections determine party General elections decide winners
nominees for office. for various offices.

Local Elections

Local elections focus on community-
specific issues and representatives.




Where to Vote ?




Polling Place Locations in
Kansas

County Election
Office

Find your local election
office for assistance.

locations.




Photo ID

Bring a
government-
issued ID for
verification.

Registration
Card

T
YOUR RIGHS
KNOWING ok

Fully OV ol your

Familiari

P™ \ourself
- your voting
rights todzg

Present your
registration card if
you have one.




Kansas
Election
Resource

Visit the Kansas Secretary of
State website for comprehensive
information regarding voter
registration, polling locations,
and upcoming elections. For
additional resources, scan t
Code provided to access valuab
tips and tools to ensure your
voting experience-is smoot
informed.




Get Involved

CONTACT FOR MORE INFORMATION

Council of American Islamic Relations
WWW.cairaction.org

American Muslim Coalition of Kansas City
wWww. amckc.org

€ CAIR

Council on Americandslamic Relations
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